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and must be given way to, Take a man who has had
large opportunity of studying mankind, and has come
into contact with every form of human weakness and
corruption ; such a man is indulgent as a simple con-
sequence of his knowledge, because nothing surprises
him. So the God of Mahomet forgives by reason of
His vast knowledge.

In contrast with the fruit of this he observes that
"the prophecy in the Epistle to the Romans has
been fulfilled, and that doctrine has been historically
at the bottom of a great change of moral practice in
mankind." The key has been found to set man's
moral nature in action, to check and reverse that
course of universal failure manifest before ; and this
key is Christian doctrine. "A stimulus has been
given to human nature which has extracted an amount
of action from it which no Greek or Roman could
have believed possible." It is inconceivable that
but for such doctrine such results as have been seen
in Christendon would have followed; and were it
now taken away we cannot see anything else that
would have the faintest expectation of taking its
place. "Could we commit mankind to a moral
Deism without trembling for the result? " Can the
enthusiasm for the divinity of human nature stand
the test of clear, unsparing observation ? Would it
not issue in such an estimate of human nature as
Mahomet took ? "A deification of humanity upon its
own grounds, an exaltation which is all height and no
depth, wants power because it wants truth. It is not